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Gladiator (2000)
Director: Ridley Scott
Writers: David Franzoni, John Logan, William Nicholson
Cast:
Russell Crowe (General Maximus)
Joaquin Phoenix (Commodus)
Connie Nielsen (Lucilla)
Oliver Reed (Proximo)
1. Watch the overall mis-en-scene of this sequence.  How do the colors, costumes, light source(s) create a mood/atmosphere for the opening of the movie.  How do the objects in the frame create a contrast between the “barbarian” army and the Roman army?  Explain in detail using specific examples (there should be many).  Secondly, observe the camera work in the introduction of General Maximus (Russell Crowe) and his troops.  Observe how the camera work helps demonstrate Maximus’ relationship with his troops.  Many point-of-view shots (when the frame shows what a character sees) are utilized.  Provide several examples of how the camera work (angle, position, movement) shows how the troops feel about the General and vice-versa. Finally, detail what is revealed about the personality/character of Maximus from the scene as a whole.  Be specific utilizing specific examples from the sequence.  

Introduction (the film, short synopsis, your thesis or claim)
2nd Paragraph (contrast of the armies)
3rd paragraph (Maximus and his troops)
4th paragraph (Maximus’ character/personality)
Conclusion (how effective was the scene as an introduction to the film)
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