World Literature

Name: ________________________________________
The Ancient East
Gilgamesh
Pre-reading: Use the literary glossary and answer the following questions as a pre-reading activity for The Epic of Gilgamesh.
1. Archetype __________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Simile __________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Metaphor __________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Personification __________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Define hero and provide an example ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Explain the “hero’s journey” from literature and provide an example __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Provide an example of a hero and his/her companion ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read “The Prologue” and “Lament for Enkidu”
8. What qualities and deeds of Gilgamesh are emphasized by being included in “The Prologue.” __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What causes Gilgamesh to despair upon reflecting on Enkidu’s death? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. How does Gilgamesh’s reaction to Enkidu’s death act like a “protest against death”?  Provide two lines to help explain. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]To what things does Gilgamesh compare his dead friend? Provide two specific examples. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
